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Products and Practices 

Made Safer as a 

Result of Civil Lawsuits:

...Playgrounds, automobiles, aircraft, dispos-
able lighters, flammable children’s pajamas, 
cribs, drugs & medical devices, hospital & 
medical procedures, store merchandise 
stacking procedures, swimming pool drains…  
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Contact
Silver Golub & Teitell, L.L.P.

for more information.

Fairfield University
How do you reduce crime in
inner cities? By giving young
people home in opportunity.
Kudos to Fairfield U., which is
offering a free education to

any Bridgeport high school grad with
good grades and a family income below
$50,000.

Kevin
O’Connor
You think being
Connecticut U.S.
attorney was a big
job? O’Connor, con-
firmed last week
as associate U.S.
attorney general, will be responsible for
13 Justice Department  offices, includ-
ing tax, antitrust, civil rights and envi-
ronment divisions.

Clinton Middle Schooler
Fourteen-year-old was
arrested after bringing to
school a camera that had
been modified – with the help
of instructions on the web –

to deliver a Taser-like shock. Fortunately,
an alert teacher thwarted a demonstra-
tion on a fellow student.

Real Estate Bar
Outrageous increase in the number of
mortgage fraud cases indicates a need
for the many virtuous practitioners to
find a way to clean things up. If not,
Connecticut could go the way of other
states that have written lawyers out of
the closing process. 

Breaking Up Is 
Not Hard To Do

Much has been made about the exodus
of female lawyers from the profession
because the extreme time commitment
hinders family life. Now there’s more evi-
dence that shows just how tough the work-
life balancing act really is.

A professor at Washington & Lee
University in Virginia has found that 10
percent of women with law degrees get
divorced at some point, compared with 7
percent of male lawyers. “It’s like the
Virginia Slims ad – we’ve come so far – but
man, we haven’t come so far,” Professor
Robin Fretwell Wilson, herself a divorcee,
told the Wall Street Journal.

Researchers had this advice for female
lawyers and other professional women:
Seek out particularly loving and support-
ive men.

Sex Offender Housing
Not On The Horizon

Last summer, there was widespread
teeth-grinding over news that a rapist who
had completed his prison sentence was
going to live with relatives in a Southbury
neighborhood. Besieged officials
bemoaned the lack of sate-run community
housing for released sex offenders.

So you would assume there would be a
rush to do something about that. You
would be wrong. The state has yet to find a
community to host such a facility. It can’t
find a consultant to craft a housing plan.
And state lawmakers even diverted to other
programs half of the $2 million originally

Cantor Colburn finalized its relocation from Bloomfield to Hartford on March 27
when it hosted a reception at its new offices at 20 Church Street, in a refurbished
landmark known as “The Stilts Building.” Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez, center, joined
co-managing partners Mike Cantor, left, and Phil Colburn, right, at the reception.
The law firm of 90 attorneys and patent agents recently was ranked No. 19 in
Intellectual Property Today magazine in its list of more than 350 top patent firms.
The ranking is based on the number of utility patents issued in 2007. Cantor
Colburn’s new clients in 2007 include CannondaleBicycle, MySpace.com, Mattel,
Georgia Pacific and Service Master. 

Go Figure

Federal judge’s decision in a legal battle with national ramifica-
tions between a New Haven inventor and U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office

Correspondence between Attorney General Richard Blumenthal
and Craigslist.org, which the AG pounced on for hosting ads for
prostitution

Verbatim

“These senseless
crimes have hurt so
much more than our
homes and families –
they have shattered
our sense of safety and
security in our commu-
nities.” 

U.S. Rep. Christopher
Murphy, D-Fifth District, 

who has introduced legislation 
to make home invasion a 

federal offense. 

What’s Online

bracelets lettered WWJD – for “What
Would Jesus Do?” Just a guess, but he
might not litigate a dispute about where
his children take First Communion.

Sadly, two divorced Catholic
Connecticut parents did just that. Mom,
who was granted custody and the power to
make education decisions, insisted on the
Watertown church where the youngsters
had taken religious education classes.

Dad pushed for his church in Rocky
Hill. Further, he essentially told the court
to butt out on First Amendment grounds,
citing separation of church and state.
Judge Trial Referee Howard Owens didn’t
see it that way. “The parties aren’t asking
the Court to choose between religions or
even whether or not to have a religious
ceremony,” Owens wrote last month. Those
would be First Amendment issues.

Rather, he said, the court did have juris-
diction over this matter, which he defined
as a question of what’s best for the chil-
dren. Since Mom was given the power to
make such decisions, Owens wrote, her
church wins out.

committed to the effort.
There is a new commission to explore

housing sites. But for now, most released
sex offenders – including the New Britain
home invasion suspect – will go live, unsu-
pervised, in homeless shelters. “A bad
idea,” said Rep. Michael Lawlor, co-chair of
the Judiciary Committee. “And only bad
things can happen.”

Parents Should Be
Asking For Forgiveness

For awhile, the trendy thing among
high-minded Christians was to wear

$425,000
Amount city of New Haven will pay to

settle a lawsuit by a former parks
worker, a man in his 60s who

claimed he was rejected for a public
works job because he was too old

and white.
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