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for their generous support of the 

2014 New Leaders in the Law Yearbook.
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OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

Taruna Garg Michael D. Goldfarb

Murtha Cullina is proud to congratulate the  
2012 Connecticut Law Tribune New Leaders  
in the Law, especially our own Taruna Garg  
and Michael D. Goldfarb.
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FIRM: Murtha Cullina
LOCATION: Hartford
AGE: 34
LAW SCHOOL: Roger Williams 
School of Law
COLLEGE: Stonehill College
POSITION: Associate
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Professionally, Melissa is a litiga-
tor practicing in our commercial 
litigation and insurance cover-

age practice groups. She is a zealous 
advocate and works tirelessly to ex-
ceed client goals in complex matters, 
enforcing the coverage rights of poli-
cyholders. She is proactive in counsel-
ing corporate risk managers regarding 
their insurance portfolios to reduce the 
likelihood of coverage disputes. Melis-
sa is also passionate about providing 
pro bono representation to children in 
the Department of Children and Fami-
lies care who are suspected victims of 
abuse and neglect. 

■  A member of a team that secured a 
favorable settlement for a hospital in 
connection with its lawsuit against an 
insurer alleging improper delays and 
denials of medical claims. 

■  Counseled an environmental client and 
obtained insurance coverage for contami-
nated site remediation and demolition.

■  Has volunteered for Lawyers for Chil-
dren America since 2007, advocating 
on behalf of clients so that their medi-
cal, educational, emotional and legal 
needs are addressed. 

■  In a pro bono case, helped a family that 
had moved overseas obtain insurance 
coverage for stored items damaged due 
to Hurricane Sandy.

Melissa 
Federico

FIRM: Cantor Colburn
LOCATION: Hartford
AGE: 38
LAW SCHOOL: Quinnipiac University 
School of Law
COLLEGE: Wesleyan University
POSITION: Partner
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Daniel Gibson was a talented associate at intellectual property firm Cantor Colburn 

doing impressive work for clients in the electrical-mechanical and design fields. In 

2012 and 2013, Gibson substantially increased the amount of work coming to the 

firm from multiple brand name clients, leading to his recent elevation to the partnership. 

His ability to listen, communicate and deliver results on tight deadlines has allowed him to 

both grow business for Cantor Colburn and enhance the IP portfolios of his clients.

■  Co-chairs Cantor Colburn’s design practice group and man-
ages global design portfolios for Fortune 500 companies. 

■  Has developed design practice to such an extent that an 
international electronics client has sent hundreds of new 
design cases in a year’s time.

■  In the past year, has spent a couple of days each week 
acting as in-house IP counsel for a multinational firm. Has 
been involved in all facets of IP matters, including clear-
ance, transaction, licensing, assertion, filings and prosecu-
tion, not only in the United States but across the globe.
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